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File No. 4C0-44

RLPCRT OF THE CIVIL AERQNAUTICS BOARD
on Llhe
Investagation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
Luring & Local Pleasure Flight

Frank Edward Tipper and Victor Valker Bullard wcre sericusly ingured
1 an accadent which occurred 650 fcet south of the Krist-Port Airport,
Farminpgton, liichigan, about 9:20 a.m. on January 31, 1944. Tipper hcld a
comerclal pilot certificate with single~engine land, O-80 h.p. and flight
mstructor retings. He had flowm about 1029 solo hours, of which 1000 were
in the type airplane involved. Bullard held a student palot certaficale
end had flown approxamately 60 hours. The airplane, a Taylorcraft BC-65,
NC 24405, owned by John E. Resenkyist and Jack F. Stokan, was demolished.

Tipper arrived at the cirpert about 9:00 a.m. to find the airplane he
expzeted to f1y had been parked cubsice the hangar during the previcus
night and the top surfaces of the plare irerc coated 1ath snow, Tapper and
Bullard made an attempt to remove the snow wath a broom, and most of 1t
was removed in this nanncr, but some was crusted and frozen to the surface
and Tipper decided to take oif irithout removaing at. Tith Bullard as a pas-
senger, he taxicd out to the norilnrest-southeast rumvay and took off in a
rorthvesterly dircction. After a run of 1200 feet, the airplane became
airborne but flcw sluggishly, so the pilot climbed to 450 foet and followed
a left traffie pattcrn back toward the socutheast end of the runvey to ef-
fect a landing. While in 2 left turn during the landing approach, at an
altatude of epproxamately 100 feet, the throttle was reduced and the loft
wing continuced to go down despitc the nilot's efforts 1o braing it up, Full
power was then applicd but bofore rccovery could te zccemplished the air-
planc struck the ground, loft wang fairst, and came to recst on 1ts nosec.

Examination of the wrecknge revealed no failurce of any port of the air-
planc prior to the accidcent and the menner in which the propellor was broken
indicated that considecrable povrer vas being developed at the tame of impact.
Unofficial vcather rcports indicaved that the weather at the tame of the ac-
cudent was: Ceiling estimated 1000 feet, vasibility one-half to once mle,
laght snow, tcmperature cstamoted 329, dew poant 31°. Although condations
were conducive to carburctor icing, i1t is not believed thet thais contributed
to the accaident.,

It 1s a well known fact that the presencc of 1ce or frost on an air-
plane may altor ats flying characteristics materzally. ZEaither the pilot was
unaviare of the seriousness of the consequences or he displayed cxtromely
poor judgment in attempting flight without first rcmoving all of thoe snow
from the wings.

The probablec causc of this accident vas a stall et low altatude, cuc
to crusted snow on the wangs of the aarcraft.
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